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these Wycherley derived his conception of the jealous man
who keeps under close restraint a young and ignorant woman,
with the vain hope-of thereby securing her fidelity to him.
Agnes's innocent confessions to Arnolphe of her lover's
stratagems and her own esteem for him find a counterpart in
the Country Wife's frankness on a similar occasion, but
beyond these points of coincidence there is little resemblance
between the two plays. From EEcole des Marts, again,
Wycherley has borrowed one or two incidents : the im-
prisoned girPs device of making her would-be husband (in
the English play, her actual husband) the bearer of a letter
to her gallant, and the trick by which Isabella causes her
tyrant, under the impression that she is another woman, to
- consign her with his own hands to his rival.
Steele has published, in the Toiler of April 16, 1709, a
very just criticism upon this play, 'which, as it cannot fail to
interest the reader, I venture to subjoin.
"Will's Coffee-house, April 14.
" This evening the Comedy, called The Country Wife, was
acted in Drury Lane, for the benefit of Mrs. BignelL The
part which gives name to the Play was performed by herself.
Through the whole action she made a very pretty figure, and
exactly entered into the nature of the part. Her husband,
in the Drama, is represented to be one of those debauchees
who run through the vices of the town, and believe, when
they think fit, they can marry and settle at their ease. His
own knowledge of the iniquity of the age makes him choose
a wife wholly ignorant of it, and place his security in her
want of skill to abuse him, k The Poet, on many occasions,
where the propriety of the character will admit of it, insinu-
ates that there is no defence against vice but the contempt of
it: and has, in the natural ideas of 'ah untainted innocent,
shown the gradual steps to ruin and destruction which per-
sons of condition run into, without the help of a good educa-
tion to form their conduct. The torment of a jealous cox-
comb, which arises from his own false maxims, and the
aggravation of his pain by the very words in which he sees
her innocence, makes a very pleasant and instructive satire.
The character of Horner, and the design of it, is a good
representation of the ag* in which that Comedy was written: